Autumn Term 1 2020-2021
OUR HEADLINES
Sun Safe Award
Award for Lifetime Achievement
Outdoor Gym Equipment
Harley’s Amazing Comic
Under the Sea
English and Maths
Pumpkin Creations
Scone Designs
Planting in the Polytunnel
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Message from Head of School
It has been brilliant sharing the school and college again with all the amazing young people.
Although we all kept in touch last term, it is so much better to be in the building together
again. The conversations, smiles, laughter and friendships are a delight to hear and see (even
behind the masks).
Year 7’s have settled and have really quickly become part of the Oakfield community. They
have been getting to know their new friends and teachers. Everyone is looking smart, working
hard and has adapted well to our new routines.
I am very proud of the young people and the way they have returned to school. It has been a
very different start to the year and I want to thank you for all for your patience and support at
the start of this year.
Mrs S Allen
Head of School

Virtual Open Day
Our Virtual Open Day is now live on our website, where you can view a tour of our school,
watch a variety of taster lessons and have the opportunity to listen to some of our staff and
learners.
To access the Open Day, please visit: https://oakfield.wigan.sch.uk/
On Thursday 15th October, we held a question and answer session via zoom for parents and
carers to join which went really well.
If you have any further questions please email enquires@admin.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

What’s been happening at Oakfield this term?
Sun Safe Award
We are proud to announce that Oakfield High
School and College, successfully achieved the
Sun Safe Award.
On behalf of Miss Starkie, a BIG thank you to all
the learners who entered the poster
competition during lockdown, your input
made it possible for us to achieve the
accreditation.

Learning Today for Our Tomorrow
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INSPIRATIONAL WIGAN TEACHER HONOURED IN UK CELEBRATION OF TEACHING
This half term, we were delighted to announce that The Aspire Federation Executive
Headteacher, Mrs Catherine Taylor, was honoured with a Silver Award in The Award for Lifetime
Achievement for her outstanding commitment to changing the lives of the children she works
with every day. Catherine Taylor has spent 37 years working to build a culture of collaboration
and high expectations, along with a relentless drive and healthy challenge to ensure
outstanding teaching. She has consistently ensured that the most vulnerable children are
considered top priority and has worked tirelessly to raise standards.
Executive Headteacher, Catherine Taylor, said:
“I am delighted and immensely proud to receive the Pearson Silver Lifetime Achievement
Award 2020. It seems only yesterday when I started my career as a Food Technology teacher
and as time has moved on I can honestly say I feel the same passion, excitement and
commitment as I did on my first day at work.
It has been an honour and privilege working in Wigan for the whole of my career and to have
such opportunities to be part of the wider local and National Systems Leadership. I would like to
thank my fantastic school teams, pupils and parents past and present for their commitment
and support in taking our “Infinity and Beyond” vision forward. It is always good to be reminded
that the deeds of today help forge our tomorrow.
I feel humbled that so many people believe I have made a positive difference to their
tomorrow just as they have done to mine. I am looking forward to the “Teaching Oscars” later
in the year with all the glitz and golden envelopes and a new dress of course!”
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This half term saw the launch of our new Outdoor Gym Equipment. Executive Headteacher,
Mrs C Taylor, cut the ribbon to mark the official opening and learners also received a special
message from professional rugby league player, Oliver Gildart.
Throughout the week, learners watched a safety video before accessing the equipment in their
bubbles.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
College learners made bird feeders in
their Enrichment lessons which was a
follow up from 13.1’s work, where they
created posters campaigning against
the illegal wildlife trade.
Fabulous work!

4A have been busy stuffing old clothes to make their scarecrows. Great job everyone!
Keep posted for updates on our Facebook page where the scarecrows will be living.
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Well done to one of our College learners Harley, for producing a fantastic comic which was
then published online. Harley, put pen to paper and produced a comic that has helped
process everything and understand what is going on in the world.
Ms Heydon was particularly impressed by Harley’s work and shared it with Educate, as a way
of helping other students in the region who may be struggling at this time.
http://www.educatemagazine.com/oakfield-high-school-comic/
8.4 learners have worked really well during their art lessons. The theme has been 'Under the
Sea', where they have explored sea creatures and created their own sand pictures. They
then created papier mache jellyfish.
Learners have enjoyed working on this project and are extremely proud of what they have
created!
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Year 7 learners have been talking about
placement and number lines in their maths
lessons.
They all worked exceptionally hard and were
able to correctly place themselves on a
number line. Well done all.
During English lessons with Miss Lea, 7.3 learners have
watched scenes from the film ‘Matilda’ and then
they discussed the different characters.
Learners answered questions about Matilda's school
experience and Blue was very impressed with how
well they all did.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In PE, 7.2 have been working on their
team building skills. During the warm up
learners communicated with each
other during a 'corners game' to
complete the round. They then
implemented these team skills into a
game of football.

During Countryside Skills lesson, 4A learners
finished making their pumpkins as part of
their ‘Introduction to Seasons’ topic.
They are now almost ready to fill with Trick
or Treats.
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During Food Technology lessons, year 8 have been making scones.
Learners sampled shop bought scones and surveyed whether they liked them with or without
sultanas. They then designed their own perfect scone and made them!

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Year 10.3 Landbased group have been busy
deseeding sunflowers and then drying them out
in preparation for planting again next year.
Learners also planted potatoes in the poly tunnel
and are attempting to grow some new veggies
from cuttings.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter?
Social Media is excellent for school
to connect with families and to
share information rapidly about
what is happening in school.

Survey for parents/carers from Special
Schools
Thank you for your continued support during these
challenging times. We have posted two surveys on our
Facebook page and would appreciate it if you could
take a few minutes to answer the questions.

Search for:

One survey is for parents/carers of Year 7 and one survey
is for parents and carers of years 8, 9, 10, 11 and college.

Oakfield High School and
College

Thank you

@OakfieldHigh
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Holiday Dates
Autumn Term 2020
Start
Finish

Monday 2nd November
Friday 18th December

Christmas Holiday Monday 21st December to
Monday 4th January

Spring Term 2021
Start
Finish

Tuesday 5th January
Friday 12th February

Half Term Holiday Monday 15th February to
Friday 19th February
Start
Finish

Monday 22nd February
Tuesday 30th March

Virtual Parent Group is an informal support
group where parents and carers (old and
new) are welcome to join us! If you need any
further information about our Virtual Parent
Group, please contact school and ask to
speak to Miss Whittaker.
You can email school on enquires@admin.Oakfield.wigan.sch.uk or
ring school on 01942 776142 and leave us
your email address. We can then send a link
out via email.
We hope that you can join us
and we look forward to seeing
you there!

Easter Holiday Thursday 1st April to Friday 16th
April

Summer Term 2021
Start
Finish

Monday 19th April
Friday 30th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 3rd May

Start
Finish

Tuesday 4th May
Friday 28th May

Half Term Holiday Monday 31st May to Friday
4th June
Start
Finish

Monday 7th June
Wednesday 21st July

Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk
We hope you all have an enjoyable
half term!

