Autumn Term 2019-2020
OUR HEADLINES
Macmillan Coffee Morning
Children in Need
A Special Assembly
Clitheroe Castle
Shared Journeys Tearoom
Planning Live
Bronze Mental Health Award
Year 7 Team Week
The Story of Our Pumpkin
Road Safety Day
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Message from Head of School
We have reached the end of another very busy and successful term at Oakfield High School
and College. The term has started extremely well, as we welcomed our new year 7 learners. It
is hard to believe that they have been here such a short time as I watch them walk confidently
around the school. The year 7 team building week was a highlight of the term, with the whole
year group enjoying the activities and really working well together. Another highlight has been
a visit to Clitheroe Castle giving learners experiences of life in medieval times, whilst the
weather was challenging the learners had an amazing time exploring types of amour and
weapons from around 1066.
In November, some year 11’s visited Edgehill University for a campus tour, they were truly
inspired on their return.
A group of learners have successfully launched a tea room for the local community this term.
This project has welcomed a wide group of the community for a drink and a cake. The learners
have listened to the many stories and shared tales of their own.
It was great to see so many of you in school recently for various events, such as parent’s
evening and planning live.
I hope you have a very Happy Christmas and wish you all the best for the New Year.
Mrs S Allen

What’s been happening at Oakfield this term?
This term we were delighted to have been awarded the Carnegie
Centre of Excellence for Mental Health in Schools Mental health
Award. The award signifies how school have embraced the eight
award competencies and the impact our provision has had on
mental health awareness and support for all.
This is fabulous news. A big well done to Mrs Doubleday for all your
hard work. What an amazing achievement!
We held our annual Macmillan coffee morning which was a huge
success. We exceeded last year’s total, raising £390.80!
It was great fun and so lovely to see so many of you joining us for a
cuppa, cake and a chat. Thank you to all parents, carers, friends
and the local community for your help and support.
We raised a total of £212.10 for Children in Need.
We would like to say a massive thank you to all for taking part
and helping such a worthwhile cause.

Learning Today for Our Tomorrow
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Chloe Linton’s family and friends came into school for a special assembly to mark what
would have been her 17th birthday. During the assembly the family donated a cheque for
the sum of £5,340 for her memory to be used in school.
Chloe’s family completed a range of charitable events including the Ironman and the
Manchester to Blackpool bike ride challenge to raise this amazing sum. Oakfield would like
to share our thanks and gratitude to all of the family for their outstanding effort.

Earlier this term, 4A prepared one of the raised beds in our
allotment ready for planting as part of their
Countryside Skills qualification.
First they removed the last of the carrots planted by Mr
Warrington's Landbased group last year. Then they
removed all the weeds and turned the bed.
Year 7 learners have enjoyed a trip to Clitheroe Castle. They explored the keep and the Castle
grounds and enjoyed creating their own constructions of motte and bailey castles out of sand.
They then made their own egg knights, where they had to use lots of different materials to
wrap them up in armour to protect them, before throwing them over the castle wall to see if
they survived the landing. Learners also explored different armour and weapons from the era
of the Normans.
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This term, we successfully launched our 'Shared
Journeys' Tearoom.
Our tearoom is for anyone who lives in our local
community and is a chance to share experiences
with both young and old. Everyone who attended
really enjoyed this social event.
Planning Live is an opportunity for parents, carers, staff and professionals to come together to
discuss the start of the transition process for our young people. These sessions are for our Y8,
Y10 and Y13 learners.
During the sessions learners completed their 'Preparation to Adulthood' booklets with the
support of staff, professionals and parents. Following this, parents then had a bespoke
session where they could sit down with various professionals from across the Wigan Borough
and receive information, advice and guidance on what services are available to them
throughout transition. These include
supported employment, travel training,
SEND, direct payments, careers,
Occupational Therapy, Speech and
Language Therapy and many more.
We also highlight upcoming events which
we feel will support our learners and their
families in the lead up to transition.
In Science, Year 7 have been experimenting with onion slides by
using iodine to stain the parts of the cell. They then used the
microscopes to have a closer look at the cells in the skin.

7.5 learners have been taking part in a sensory play activity during
their Geography lessons.
They have been searching for objects all about 'travel around the
world' and have also been learning the signs to the song 'Love train'
which is about people around the world.
7.5 went on a bear hunt adventure to Haigh Hall.
They identified key words from the story and explored the
woodland. Learners enjoyed toast and a drink whilst on the
bear hunt. What a great day out.
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Staff and learners took part in Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day by
wearing a Christmas jumper. We asked everyone to bring in a donation to
help transform the futures of children in the UK and around the world.
Everyone who participated and donated was entered into a raffle to win a
prize. Thank you for your donations and supporting such a worthwhile
cause.
Oakfield High School and College held a special assembly for an
amazing member of staff, Mrs Steele. Special guests and
members of Mrs Steele’s family were invited to join us.
Mrs Steele retired this term and has left us with lots of wonderful
memories of an incredibly special person.
We will all miss her smile, her laughter and her kind and caring
words.
Year 7 learners had the opportunity to build character, confidence and friendships across their
year group as they completed an action packed activity week, also enjoying the opportunity
to arm wrestle with British arm wrestling champion, 'Mighty' Paul Maiden.
The purpose of the week is to develop learner collaboration, resilience and team work skills.
Each day was action packed with a variety of internal and external activities taking place.
Learners developed their relationship and social skills and showed great mental toughness,
self-motivation and a desire to succeed.
The experience had a huge impact for our learners and all staff are proud of their
achievements demonstrated over the course of the week.
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4A took part in their first Forest School lesson - Pumpkin patch! The
learners investigated where pumpkins come from and how they grow.
They then spent the afternoon harvesting the seeds from the fruit ready to
wash and dry to plant next year, before carving traditional Halloween
faces into them. The learners were developing skills using carving tools and
creating their own designs.
A big well done to Miss Wallwork who is working towards the Level 3
Certificate for Forest School Leaders course, this has then allowed us to
deliver the Forest School program at Oakfield.
The story of our pumpkin
The pumpkin was originally grown by the Landbased group in our polytunnel. It was then
harvested and passed onto Floristry who had been busy looking at Halloween pumpkin
arrangements. The inside flesh of the pumpkin was then gathered and sent to Mrs
Westmoreland who made pumpkin pie with the learners in their lesson.
Learners from Floristry then used the pumpkin along with smaller ones and made it into a
Halloween arrangement. We all thought it looked 'Spooktacular'.

During Careers Week, KS3 worked with Steps CIC in several workshops to
produce a poppy collage to commemorate Remembrance Day.
We would like to thank Steps CIC for donating this to Oakfield and thank
everyone else who took part in our Careers Week.

On Wednesdays after school, Oakfield has a range of clubs
that take place.
One of the clubs is 'Lets get Cooking'. This club is for learners
and parents and carers to come together,
socialise and learn new skills. The group enjoyed making chilli
wraps, then they all sat together to eat.
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Year 11 learners visited Edge Hill University as part of their careers and
education guidance.
Whilst there, learners took part in an 'Escape Room’ type activity' and
were the fastest school to complete it. Learners then had a tour of
campus and got to experience what life at university is like.
It was a fabulous day!
Miss Birch and 9.3 got into the Christmas spirit by making
Christmas Yule logs in their food technology lesson.
Learners made their own butter cream and decorated the log.
They did a fantastic job and fun was had by all.
Well done 9.3!

In Science 4A have been learning about solids, liquids and gasses along with temperature and melting. They decided to do an
'edible Christmas experiment' by weighing out ingredients and
then melting them using different methods. Learners made mini
rice krispie puddings.
They looked amazing! Well done.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Oakfield held a ‘Road Safety Day’ for year 7.
Learners discussed how to stay as safe as possible whilst out and about and even had a
special guest visitor, Steven Burke who is a two time Olympic Champion - Team Pursuit (London
2012 and Rio 2016), Olympic Bronze Medalist - Individual Pursuit (Beijing 2008) and having very
recently retired came into school to talk to our learners about all his achievements and how as
a cyclist he keeps safe on the road.
Year 7 had a great day trying on Stevens’s equipment and learning about how to keep safe.
7.5 learners took part in a sensory road circuit with Steven, following all signs and symbols.
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Parent Group is an informal support group
for parents and carers of current Oakfield
learners.
Some activities will be repeated throughout
the year, so should you miss one there will
be other opportunities for you to access
them. If you need any further information
about Parent Group, please contact school
and ask to speak to Miss Whittaker.
We hope that you can join us and we look
forward to seeing you there!

Holiday Dates
Spring Term 2020
Start
Finish

Monday 6th January
Friday 14th February

Half Term Holiday Monday 17th February to
Friday 21st February
Start
Finish

Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April

Easter Holiday Monday 6th April to Friday 17th
April

Summer Term 2020
A few reminders..

Start
Finish

Tuesday 21st April
Thursday 7th May

Please remember to put names in your
children’s clothes, ties and coats to help your
child develop independence caring for
belongings.

Bank Holiday

Friday 8th May

Start
Finish

Monday 11tth May
Friday 22nd May

School website
Please don’t forget that copies of the school
newsletter are always available on our school
website www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

Half Term Holiday Monday 25th May to Friday
29th May

Names in clothes

Finally
We hope you all have an enjoyable
Christmas holiday!
Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

Start
Finish

Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July

