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HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE
Newsletter ¦ Summer Term ¦ 2018-2019
Message from the Head of School
Another school year has flown by so quickly again. Thank you to all our parents and families for
their support for the school community. It is our families’ sense of commitment to our school
that allows us to continue to improve in everything that we do and that allows the learners at
Oakfield to flourish.
This year has been an extremely positive one. Earlier this year, Oakfield received a third
outstanding judgement from Ofsted and won the NASEN award for ‘Excellent Practice in a
Secondary School’. These are testament to the hard work and determination of our learners
and staff.
The wide range of extra- curricular opportunities has continued to enhance and enrich our
learners’ experiences, including the residential to Low Bank Ground, after school clubs and
visiting athletes.
There were fabulous performances from all the learners who took part in ‘Oakfield’s Got
Talent’ and the learners’ musical/performance skills continue to amaze everyone.
Finally, the learners have been fantastic this year and I am very proud of the achievements of
every one of them. Have a wonderful summer and let’s hope the sun shines.
S Allen

What’s been happening at Oakfield this term?
Mrs J Taylor would like to thank all learners, staff, parents and
carers at Oakfield High School and College, for supporting
us with our 2019-20 accreditation. We will continue to share
the message; How to stay safe in the sun.
“The Department for Education makes it clear that Schools
are expected to take a sensible approach to tackling this
issue. It is therefore a schools duty of care to ensure that an
effective policy is implemented and supported by parents.”

Learning today for our tomorrow
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What’s been happening at Oakfield this term?
9.1 enjoyed visiting the Imperial War
Museum North. They handled artefacts
relating to Germany 1919-1939. They
explored the six different Silos of the
Museum running from the 1st World War
right up to modern wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq.
They were a credit to Oakfield and
thoroughly enjoyed their day out.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Year 7 learners had fun performing “Oakfield’s Got Talent”
at the Royal Exchange Theatre.
They showed our local community how talented they are
and how creativity helps their confidence, team building
and social skills. Well done Oakfield!
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9.1 and our college media class visited
Media City, where we took part in a tour of
the BBC studios and got to have a peek
behind the scenes. We had fun learning
how different TV shows are recorded,
including the use of different types of
cameras and auto cues.
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Oakfield High Art
Year 8 learners held a pop up art gallery to
showcase their work.
Lots of parents/carers and members of the
community were there to celebrate the learners
fantastic work. Thank you to everyone who visited.

We are delighted to announce that we have received the 'Quality in Careers Standard'
Award. Well done to Mrs Wallwork, who has put a lot of work into achieving this award.
Mrs Wallwork would also like to say thank you to all staff involved.
The assessor commented on how all the staff at Oakfield work so hard for our learners.
"Following the outcome of the Inspiring IAG assessment visit, I am delighted to inform you that
Oakfield High School and College has achieved the national Quality in Careers Standard for
its careers education, information, advice and guidance provision. This is awarded by
Inspiring IAG which is a Licensed Awarding Body for the national standard. It is a
well-deserved achievement that recognises your hard work and that of all your staff".
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Throughout the summer term, Mr Warrington and the
Land base crew and have enjoyed working in the
polytunnel.
They have harvested lots of fresh fruits and vegetables,
including, cabbage, strawberries, spinach and rhubarb.

College and Year 11 thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to practice and develop their interview skills.
The feedback Mrs Wallwork received from the EY
volunteers was amazing. The learners did us proud. All
eight of the interviewers stopped Mrs Wallwork at
various times during the day, to praise our learners. The
main points being, how friendly, welcoming and polite the
learners are.
Mrs Wallwork was incredibly proud. The EY foundation work across many settings and the
volunteers claimed our learners were exceptional!
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Our college students have recorded and created a CD of
performances by our Oakfield students. It even features a solo
performance from Mr Hunt, Mr Walker and Mrs Penny!
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What’s been happening at Oakfield High School and College?
A group of learners had the opportunity
to meet with two Police Officers, Lee
and Brian and four Police dogs, Lucy,
Spud, Rocky and Ziggy, in their PSHE
lesson. The officers explained how
Police dogs are used to sniff out drugs,
bombs, cash and firearms. Their sense of
smell is much more sensitive than us
humans, so they use this to their
advantage to help them to detect and
prevent crime.
The learners were a credit to our school
and enthusiastically asked questions to
further extend their knowledge.

Life skills visited ‘Three Sisters Racing
Circuit’ who were hosting a charity day for
Mission Motorsport.
This charity aids the recovery and
rehabilitation of those affected by
military operations by providing
opportunities through the Motorsport and
Automotive Industry.
Learners asked the ex-military
questions which related to the charity and
the impact it had on theirs and others lives.
We would like to thank all involved in our
visit.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
We now have a new fish tank in the front entrance of school to enhance
relaxation and encourage a tranquil atmosphere.
The fish tank has created a sense of fascination among our learners.
As an educational tool, aquaria can be used to study the habitats of fish and
their behaviour.
All of our learners absolutely love it!
School and college held a community coffee morning to raise funds
for Macmillan. Thank you to all parents, carers and the local
community who joined us, and for all your donations of cakes and
biscuits. It is really appreciated. We raised over £200.
We hope that you will continue to support us in the future.
We have achieved the Silver Sainsbury's School Games Mark! Miss Ford
would like to thank everyone for their hard work this year. Now on to the
Gold award for next year!
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This term we held our final STEM morning of
the year, with KS3 learners researching,
planning and creating a solution to a
genuine global issue. They built a
prototype of the design. Projects included,
a ‘Water Harvester’, a ‘Floating Garden’
and a ‘Design for a Better World’. All
learners thoroughly enjoyed their
challenges.
There were some fantastic designs and
ideas from all of the classes. The whole
school were then invited to look at the
exhibition and vote on their favourite idea,
presentation and prototype.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Science lab became hosts to a 'pint' of frogspawn. Over the
weeks learners watched the changes that happened, as they
emerged as tadpoles and began to grow.
There was a big development when our first frog climbed out of the
water and onto the grass mound. His siblings weren't far behind him
and once they were all hopping around they returned to their 'birth
pond' to continue the circle of life.
4A Countryside Skills group went to a secret location to release the
froglets.
We have now received official confirmation that we have
retained Artsmark Gold Award for the third time. A big well done to
Mr Hayes in achieving this award.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
On 13th July 2019, eight members of staff took part in
their own walking challenge when they completed the
Lake District Mighty Hike, a 26 mile trail around Ullswater,
hoping to raise £2000 for charity.
All proceeds raised from the Daily Mile event will go
towards supporting Macmillan and our own ‘Oakfield
Warriors’.

Show My Homework The platform informs you when homework has been set for your child
as well as notify you closer to the due date when homework needs to be handed in. The
online platform also allows learners to complete specific tasks, quizzes and assignments online.
www.showmyhomework.co.uk/login
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7.3 visited Turton Tower for a 'Meet the Tudors' experience. They
toured the house learning about how the Tudors lived, from food
and entertaining guests to sleeping on mattresses of straw and
feathers and getting rid of bed bugs. Their guide was a Tudor lady
who was dressed in full costume and some learners even got to try
on a costume too. All learners enjoyed the whole day.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Thank you to everyone
who joined us to celebrate
our learner’s achievements
at Presentation Evening.
The whole evening was a
huge success. There were
smiles, laughter and even
a few tears.
The learners were amazing
and we are so proud of
each and every one of
you.
Well done!
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Mrs Sanderson and her group of Art Attack learners went to the
Turnpike Gallery in Leigh to see an art exhibition.
The work was by an artist called Barbara Nicholls which
included giant watercolour pieces inspired by the landscapes of
Leigh.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Our GCSE Science class let their hair down with a
reward trip to Mountain Monkeys. They spent time
on the archery range before taking to Carr Mill
Dam in the canoes. They even had a paddle in the
water. Massive thanks to Jen, Ethan and Innes at
Mountain Monkeys.
Well done to Chloe who has competed in her first Special
Olympics Equine competition. Chloe did amazingly well
winning Gold in Dressage and Gold in Equitation in her
group. Despite the dressage test she had been learning for
months changing on the day, Chloe held it together and
followed the instructions very well to secure her a gold medal.
What an achievement, we are all very proud of you!
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The Year 11 School Leavers Ball was held at Leigh Sports Village. It was an amazing night with
the boys smartly dressed in their suits and the girls dressed in their beautiful prom dresses.
Everyone who attended enjoyed the three course meal which was followed by everyone
dancing at the disco.
Thank you to everyone who supported us and we wish all the year 11’s lots of luck in their
future.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10-2 visited Haigh Hall to look at ecosystems for their Level 1 Open Award
Science certificate. The learners were able to see the bee hives, allotments
and forest ecosystems. They then walked a mile in the lovely surroundings
with Mrs Kindred and even improved their fitness levels. As always, the
learners were a credit to Oakfield.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter?
Social Media is excellent for
school to connect with families
and to share information rapidly
about what is happening in
school.
Search for:
Oakfield High School and
College
@OakfieldHigh

We held our very first Oakfield's Got Talent Show. Ms
Heydon is so proud of all the learners. Not only did
everyone perform extremely well but they had been
practicing hard every lunch time in the music room.
Ms Heydon and the judges all thought every student
was a winner but just like BGT the judges had the
difficult task of narrowing it down to three places.
Third place - Chad singing “Lego House”
Second place - Brooke singing “Gimme Gimme”
First place - Paul singing “Never going to give you up”.
What an amazing evening! Thank you to all parents,
guardians, friends and staff for coming along and
supporting us. We will see you next year!
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Holiday Dates
Autumn Term 2019
Start
Finish

Wednesday 4th September
Friday 18th October

Half Term Holiday Monday 21 October to
Friday 25 October
Start
Finish

Monday 28th October
Thursday 19th December

Christmas Holiday Friday 20th December to
Friday 3rd January
Spring Term 2020
Start
Finish

Monday 6th January
Friday 14th February

Half Term Holiday Monday 17th February to
Friday 21st February
Start
Finish

Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April

Easter Holiday Monday 6th April to Friday 17th
April
Summer Term 2020
Start
Finish

Tuesday 21st April
Thursday 7th May

Bank Holiday Friday 8th May
Start
Finish

Monday 11th May
Friday 22nd May

Half Term Holiday Monday 25th May to Friday
29th May
Start
Finish

Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July

Parent Group is an informal support group
for parents and carers of current Oakfield
learners.
Some activities will be repeated throughout
the year, so should you miss one there will
be other opportunities for you to access
them. If you need any further information
about Parent Group, please contact school
and ask to speak to Miss Whittaker.
We hope that you can join us
and we look forward to seeing
you there!

A few reminders..
Names in clothes
Please remember to put names in your
children’s clothes, ties and coats to help your
child develop independence caring for
belongings.

School website
Please don’t forget that copies of the school
newsletter are always available on our school
website www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk
Finally
We hope you all have an enjoyable
summer holiday!
School reopens to all learners on
Wednesday 4th September at 8.25am
………………..
Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

Oakfield High School and College ¦ Long Lane ¦ Hindley Green ¦ Wigan ¦ WN2 4XA
Tel: 01942 776142
Email: enquires@admin.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

