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Welcome to the spring edition of our newsletter. It has been another fabulous term. Year 10
learners have completed work experience placements and the feedback from employers,
providers and the learners has been amazing. Year 11 are busy working hard towards their
accreditation and exams, with weeks to go now before these are completed.
Careers week saw a range of employers visit the school, including a vet, a chef, an electrical
installer, a marketing company called ‘Jam Thinking’ and outdoor pursuit coordinators. This
week really showed the learners ‘can do’ attitudes and they were fascinated by the wealth of
opportunities they might have in the future. Learners taking part in ‘Spirals of Enquiry’, had a
day with the army. They asked lots of questions, were highly engaged and really developed
their understanding of life in the army.
Oakfield has welcomed two athletes this term, Steven Burke (Cyclist) and Amy Hillyard
(Sprinter). They completed activities and a range of motivational talks with various year
groups. The success of these visits has inspired some learners to volunteer to attend sports
events. A group of boys attended a cross country event at Leigh Sports village with
secondary schools from across the Wigan borough. They came eighth in this event, which
was a fantastic achievement for everyone involved. Oakfield also represented Wigan in the
Greater Manchester School Games with year 8 winning team gold in the indoor rowing event.
I hope everyone enjoys the break at Easter and school will reopen on Wednesday 24th April.
Mrs S Allen
Head of School

Oakfield High School and College have
achieved the ‘Reading for Pleasure’ Award.
Peter Lynas commented “I was able to present Oakfield High School and College with the
Reading for Pleasure Award on World Book Day. This is a fantastic achievement, as this award
can only be presented by a Patron of Reading, and is reserved for very special schools that
stand above all others in the attitude and approach to encouraging
reading for pleasure. I think it’s well deserved and you should all be very
proud to be part of your school”.
Oakfield would like to say a big thank you to Mrs J Taylor who has
worked extremely hard to promote reading and ensuring that all learners
are encouraged to enjoy reading.
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Steven Burke visits Oakfield!
Steven Burke, an English track and road cyclist who rides
for the WIGGINS cycling team, visited Oakfield. School and
college learners took part in a range of different sports
activities where they tested their speed, co-ordination,
strength and resilience. Learners also got to see the gold
Olympic medal and asked Steven lots of interesting
questions.
We would like to thank Luke Waterworth and Rhodri Lloyd
who are both Swinton Lions Rugby League stars for
spending the afternoon with our learners completing a
range of sports activities.
All learners enjoyed the whole experience.

The Greater Manchester School Games
On Wednesday 6th March, we took part in the Greater Manchester School Games held in
Manchester. We were there to represent Wigan in the SEN indoor rowing finals.
Mr Neacy and Miss Ford are pleased to say that we won the
following medals: Team Gold - Year 8 MLD category, Team
Bronze – Year 10 MLD Category, Individual Bronze – Year 8 MLD
race, Individual Bronze – Year 10 MLD race.
We are really proud of the learner’s achievements, a big well
done to all the boys, they were amazing!

Sports for Champions
On Thursday 28th February, we welcomed 400m sprinter Amy Hillyard into school to run
the sponsored fitness circuits with our KS3 and KS4 learners. Learners got to experience a
variety of exercises that Amy uses in her daily routine as a professional athlete.
All learners then finished the day with a question and answer session lead by Amy. She
discussed her aspirations, how she got into her sport, her successes and the diet she
follows to enable her to become a future elite athlete. The learners were fantastic in
asking some intriguing and probing
questions.
We would like to thank Amy for taking time
out of her training to come and talk to our
learners inspiring them to become more
active.
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Hindley fire fighters
IDL Cloud has proved to be an
enjoyable programme with our
learners. Please encourage
learners to use it as much as
possible when at home because
it does have a positive impact
on the development of our
spellings.
To access the website visit
http://www.idlcloud.co.uk/

The Fire fighters from our local Hindley fire station
called in to support the Y10 and Y11 Health and
Safety course. They answered learner’s questions
about fire safety and went through their slogan - ‘Get
out! Call us out and stay out!’ They also explained
how prank calls waste their time when they need to
be saving lives!
The learners all enjoyed it very much and were very
polite, taking turns sitting in the fire engine and asking
questions.

Learners have usernames and
passwords in their planner. IDL
Cloud can be also accessed on
IOS devices like IPads and
IPhones. The tool is a fantastic
resource that develops not only
spelling but independent
learning for our learners.

‘PrisonMeNoWay’
School and College had the experience of
‘PrisonMeNoWay’ visiting Oakfield. Julie talked to the
learners about her role and prison life as part of their
PSHE lesson. Julie discussed with the learners what the
cells are like in prison and the learners got to
experience a real life cell. The cell had bunkbeds, a
small TV, a toilet and a sink.
Julie informed us that prisoners do not get to choose
their cell mate so it could be absolutely anyone. She
also told learners that there are about 86,000 prisoners in
the UK. She told us some very interesting stories of her
time as a Prison Officer.

Do you follow us
on Facebook and
Twitter?
Social Media is excellent
for school to connect with
families and to share
information rapidly about
what is happening in
school.
Search for:
Oakfield High School
and College
@OakfieldHigh
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On Friday 8th February, Year 7 were visited by The
Problem Solving company.
Learners participated in a variety of activities where they
had to complete mini challenges using logic, planning
and team work. Learners were given a variety of goals
that they needed to achieve before being given a
number of themed based barriers that they had to
overcome to complete the challenge.
They used large resources to encourage communication
and team skills as well as developing maths concepts
and dialogue. The maths activities help to foster a ‘can
do’ attitude among the learners.

Stay Safe in the Sun!
School and College took part in a variety of activities as part of Sun Safe
Week to raise awareness of sun safety.
During form time, learners worked collaboratively to complete a STEM
recycling challenge. Forms created their own bug using UV-sensitive
beads and used classroom materials to design and build the perfect
shelter to protect their bug from the sun. If the beaded bug changes colour
in the sun, learners will know that the shelter does not work and have the
opportunity to make improvements.
Mrs J Taylor commented… “What a competition this year!!
You have all really shown spirit and imagination! Miss Wallwork found it so
difficult to choose just one and asked me to have a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize
this year. Prizes will be given out in my assembly on Monday 29th April,
along with excellence awards that have been nominated by staff.
Here goes........
1st Prize goes to Form K, 'Sheldon’s' lightweight portable home is fab!
2nd Prize goes to Form H, 'Carl's' home is fit for purpose and fit for a wife!
3rd prize goes to Form M, fencing to keep predators away, canopy for
shade, along with reflective card to keep the area as cool as possible.
Thank you to everyone for all your effort and hard work.”
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As part of Science Week, Years 7, 10 and 11 visited Knowsley
Safari Park. They observed animals in their natural habitat and
explored how the animals interact in their preferred
environment. They got to see a range of animals which
included sea lions, lions, rhinos and giraffes.
The learner’s highlight of the day was seeing Mrs Kerr petrified
at the thought of going in the bat cave where the only flying
mammal would be free to fly around their heads. All learners
were exceptionally behaved and came back into school
with lots of questions which were discussed in their science
lessons this half term.

On Tuesday 12th March, as part of British Science Week school
and college learners learned about the world of forensics. They
took on the role of detectives to understand how foot casts are
made at crime scenes and how to dust and make impressions
of finger prints. Once they had a set of finger prints they were
able to use magnify glasses to look for arches, loops and
whorls in the patterns of their prints.
All learners found the whole experience thoroughly engaging.

School and college enjoyed M & M Theatrical’s
production of Sleeping Beauty.
It was a fun, bright and lively production which actively
encouraged audience participation and everyone was
totally involved from the start.
The show expertly combed the tradition of theatre pantomime with up to date and age
appropriate humour, music and themes.
There were wonderful costumes, superb scenery and magical special effects all combining to
deliver an electric atmosphere which gave us an imaginative, enthralling journey into the
enchanting world that is pantomime.
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BGT Issy Simpson visits Oakfield!
Learners have been studying magic in their
Drama lessons with Mrs Heydon. Ms Heydon
arranged for Britain's Got Talent finalist Issy
Simpson who is 10 years old, to come into school
and do some magic for our learners.

ar-

Issy did some close up magic and showed a
couple of classes how to do a trick. All learners loved Issy’s
magic tricks and really enjoyed having Issy visit our school.

Exploring Coniston!
College students had the opportunity to build character, confidence and friendships, as
they completed an action packed activity week at Low Bank Ground, Coniston.
Over the five days, they orienteered around The Hawk, kayaked on Coniston, canoed out to
Crocodile Creek, found their way from Torver to The Bluebird
Café, ghyll scrambled in Badger Wood and had a walk
around Tarn Hows.
Students developed collaboration, communication, resilience
and team work skills.
Both staff and students had a fantastic week.

College students have been learning about theatrical makeup for
their BTEC Performing Arts course. They learned various face
painting techniques and had fun painting each others faces.
Ms Heydon treated students to some of her make up skills and they
had lots of fun learning through creativity.

Creativity is Blooming at Oakfield
Year 10 floristry learners made outdoor planted buckets for
Mother’s Day, using a selection of spring bulbs, Erica’s, hedera
helix and dwarf conifers. A lot of love and care went into making
each wonderful creation. Well done Year 10.
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Year 10 learners completed their work experience around
the borough. The feedback from both learners and
organisations has been outstanding. Learners have been
experiencing the world of work in a variety of
organisations across the borough including Hindley
Library & Community Centre, Oxfam Leigh, Fielden
Factors as well as across the Federation with learners
being technicians, teaching assistants and receptionists.
We are very proud of how well they have represented
the school in the local community. Miss Birch would like
to thank all staff for their involvement and support but
would especially like to thank the year 10 learners for
fully embracing the experience. Well done!

First Aid Training

Autism Awareness

Essential first aid training, by St John's
Ambulance, took place this term for the
Internship students, Year 11 and Year 14.
All students will be awarded a first aid
certificate that will be valid for 3 years and
can be included on a job or college
application form. First aid saves lives and
knowing what to do in an emergency can
make the difference.

As part of Autism Awareness week, we had
a special assembly led by Targeted Youth
Support Services for Years 7, 8 and 9.
Learners were engaged throughout and
asked lots of interesting questions.
They showed us we can achieve anything,
if we put our mind to it!

Well done to all those involved. This is a
superb achievement.

Ms Heydon couldn’t wait for the learners to see these creativity
posters, which are now up on display. It is a great way to
remind the learners of all the amazing things they have done
this past term. Let’s see what they do next term!

Learning today for our tomorrow
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Peter Lynas our ‘Patron of Reading’
joined us to celebrate World Book Day.
My visit on 7th March was eventful and fun as usual, and full of little stories,
which is perfectly apt as it was World Book Day.
It was my first time meeting the college learners in a long time, a year I
think, and I was really pleased to see what fantastic progress they had
made in that time. In addition to all the hard work and learning (of course!) it was great to
spend time chatting and laughing together. I gave a sneak preview reading of my next book,
‘The Very Rude Toytoise’, and with special permission from the illustrator Andy Gray, we used
work in progress pictures on the big screen. We then used these pictures to make clay
versions of the animals featured in the story, and these are going to form what I am sure will be
a fantastic display in the library. I know that the school is proud to have a dedicated patron of
reading, but I have to say that it makes me extremely proud to have my story treated in such
a way.
I mention it a lot, but for me it’s the little things or the random conversations that can
sometimes be so rewarding. I genuinely enjoy having lunch with the learners when I visit, and
it was great to be able to wander around the dining hall afterwards just to say hello and have
a quick chat with some of you.
I normally try and read a story after lunch, and during my last visit I made the bold claim that I
can read ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ by Dr. Seuss faster than anyone else. (He’s a brilliant author
by the way). I stand by that claim, but have yet to prove it, as I was instead presented with a
copy of his ‘Fox in Socks’ book to read at high speed instead….. for those of you that don’t
know, this book is the most horrible tongue twister of a story ever written!! Anyway, I’m proud
to say that I rose to the challenge and read it as fast as I could, and I think I even managed to
impress one or two of you in the process. There’s something to be said for practicing reading
aloud on a regular basis! Next time – Green Eggs and Ham (perhaps).
The last thing I want to mention, and definitely not the least, is that I was able to present
Oakfield High School and College with the Reading for Pleasure Award on World Book Day.
This is a fantastic achievement, as this award can only be presented by a Patron of Reading,
and is reserved for very special schools that stand above all others in the attitude and
approach to encouraging reading for pleasure. I think it’s well deserved and you should all be
very proud to be part of your school.
That’s it for now, but until next time, keep reading, keep smiling and I will see you soon
(hopefully with new books to show you).

8

Stem Day
Learners took part in a range of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths activities as
part of STEM day. Learners developed their creativity and problem solving skills to complete
a variety of challenges. Learners built and programmed a Lego Minestorm robot and
learned how to fly and then programme a drone. Learners also used the codebug.
All learners thoroughly enjoyed the whole day.

Careers Week
As part of ‘Careers Week’, learners experienced a variety of
industries where they could potentially pursue job prospects
and career aspirations for their future. Learners have
enjoyed participating in workshops led by an electrical
installer, a chef from Kiddy Cook, Fir Tree Fisheries, Fix it, Jam
Thinking who specialise in Marketing, a Vet, Mountain
Monkeys, Paul Maiden who is a British champion arm wrestler
and Floristry. They learned about archaeology where they
developed their communication and team work skills as they
had to work together to find artefacts in the schools allotment.
Learners also developed their knowledge of first aid, where
they enjoyed practicing chest compressions with Nina, from
Daisy First Aid Training. They learned about the role of a
midwife, how to do new born baby checks and how to take
care of a baby’s hygiene.
Learners also enjoyed working with The Army Youth
Reachout Team, where they took part in various fun,
practical activities, including ones based on Science,
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM), which aims
to develop communication skills, foster teamwork and grow
self-confidence.
Learners enjoyed experiencing a variety of different working
environments while developing key life skills and enhancing
their educational knowledge and still having fun.
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Student Council News
After Easter there will be some new arrivals at Oakfield. We are
anticipating the arrival of a lovely fish tank containing a variety of
tropical fish as a new feature to our school and college. Look out for
something "fishy" going on...!
The Oakfield Student Council
Our very own football superstar Dylan, one of our Year 8 learners, was welcomed to training
by Everton FC as part of their celebrations for National Down Syndrome Day. Dylan who plays
for the Everton Down Syndrome team had the opportunity to play
football and participate in training sessions with Seamus Coleman and
Yerry Mina. Footage of Dylan interacting with the players and his team
mates was shared on both the Everton twitter feed and as a segment on
Sky Sports News.
It was evident from the footage that Dylan loved the opportunity to
interact with his peers and the professionals.

Courtney Fry
Former professional boxer and Commonwealth Games gold medallist, Courtney Fry, came
into school to run sessions with a select group of boys in relation to mental health. Courtney,
who is a Healthy Minds Ambassador, used his experience to support learners with handling
aggression, coping with anxiety and creating a positive mind-set. Courtney left the learners
with a challenge to follow his three top tips:
Sleep 9-11 hours per day
Stay hydrated and drink lots of water during the day
Turning off technology one hour before bed
Courtney will be returning to school later in the year to check the progress of the learners
and see whether they have been able to follow his tips.
On Friday 15th March, learners had great fun raising money for
Comic Relief. Their favourite part of the
day was having the opportunity to
sponge the staff for 50p. The total amount
raised was £128-85. We would like to
thank all learners, staff and parents for
your donations in helping us support our
many charities.

Show My Homework
The platform informs you when homework has been set for your child as well as notify you
closer to the due date when homework needs to be handed in. The online platform
also allows learners to complete specific tasks, quizzes and assignments online.
www.showmyhomework.co.uk/login
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School Uniform
At Oakfield we pride ourselves on our high standards of uniform and appearance. As well as
ensuring that our learners look smart the guidance set out below also ensures that we keep
our learners safe and prevent unnecessary accidents.
This is a reminder of the school uniform expectations. Full school uniform must be worn at all
times unless stated otherwise.

Boys Uniform

Girls Uniform

Black Blazer with Logo
Black Trousers
Grey Jumper with Logo
White long or short sleeved shirt
School Tie
Black outdoor shoes (No trainers)

Black Blazer with Logo
Grey Tartan skirt or Black Trousers
Grey Jumper with Logo
White long or short sleeved Shirt/Blouse
School Tie
Black outdoor shoes (No trainers)

Black, green and silver school tie.
Outdoor coats should be warm and waterproof. Coats should not be worn in classrooms.

Boys PE Kit

Girls PE Kit

Black polo shirt/ T-shirt with Logo
Black shorts
Trainers

Black polo shirt
Black shorts
Trainers

Optional items
Black sweatshirt with Logo for PE
Urban Jacket with Logo for outdoor wear
Black Fleece with Logo for PE
A clean towel is also required for after PE. Learners are not allowed to bring aerosols into
school but may bring roll on deodorant.

Uniform can be purchased from Slaters Uniform Suppliers (Eckersley Mill, Swan
Meadow Rd, Wigan WN3 5BE). Ties will be available to purchase from school.
Jewellery
No jewellery is to be worn apart from a watch and small stud earrings.

Hairstyles
Hairstyles must be neat and tidy. Long hair will need to be tied back for activities such as PE,
Food Tech, DT and Science.
Hairsprays, gels, make up and nail varnish are not allowed.
Extreme haircuts, i.e. tramlines are not acceptable.
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Calendar of Events

Holiday List 2018 – 2019
Summer Term 2019



26th April - Parent Group

Start

Wednesday 24th April



3rd May – Parent Group

Finish

Friday 3rd May



6th May – Bank Holiday



10th May – Parent Group



15th May – Parent Consultation Evening



17th May – Parent Group



24th May – Parent Group

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May
Start

Tuesday 7th May

Finish

Friday 24th May

Half Term Holiday Monday 27th May to Friday
31st May
Start

Monday 3rd June



7th June – Parent Group

Finish

Friday 19th July



13th June - Presentation Evening



14th June - Parent Group



21st June – Parent Group



27th June – Y11 Leavers Ball



28th June – Y11 & Y14 Leave



28th June – Y14 Leavers Lunch



5th July –

Parent Group



12th July –

Parent Group



15th July -

Activity Week



16th July -

Sports Day

Parent Group
Parent Group is an informal support
group for parents and carers of current
Oakfield learners. Some activities will
be repeated throughout the year so
should you miss one there will be other
opportunities to access them. If you
need any further information about
Parent Group, please contact school
and ask to speak to Miss
Whittaker. We hope that you can join
us and we look forward
to seeing you there!

School reopens to all learners on
Wednesday 24th April at 8.25am
Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

Oakfield High School and College ¦ Long Lane ¦ Hindley Green ¦ Wigan ¦ WN2 4XA
Tel: 01942 776142
Email: enquires@admin.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk
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