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Welcome to the Spring edition of our newsletter.
It has been a fabulous term. Year 10 learners have completed their work experience
placements and visits. The feedback from employers, providers and the learners has been
amazing. Year 11 are busy working hard towards their accreditation and exams, with weeks to
go now before these are completed.
Oakfield’s patron of reading, Peter Lynas, has visited school twice and learners have enjoyed a
variety of literacy activities based on his books. I would like to thank parents and carers for
their ongoing support, as we achieved Leading Parent Partnership Award this term.
As part of their work with the Royal Exchange Theatre, some Year 8 and 9 learners watched a
performance of Frankenstein and I can’t wait to see their performance after working with the
theatre group next term.
I hope everyone enjoys the break at Easter and school reopens on Monday 16th April.
Mrs S Allen
Head of School

Aladdin visits Oakfield
School and college enjoyed M & M Theatre Theatrical
Production of Aladdin.
It was a fun, bright and lively production which actively
encouraged audience participation and everyone was
totally involved from the start.
The show expertly combed the tradition of theatre
pantomime with up to date and age appropriate humour,
music and themes.
There were wonderful costumes, superb scenery and
magical special effects all combining to deliver an
electric atmosphere which gave us an imaginative,
enthralling journey into the enchanting world that is
Pantomime.
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Peter Lynas Patron of Reading Workshops

“Hello everyone, on Wednesday 7th February I visited Oakfield High School and College for the first time as your
Patron of Reading. I spent the day with the year 7 learners and I hope that they had as much fun as I did.
With class 7/1 we read ‘Madeleine Goes to the Moon’ and chatted about how a book is made. I showed them
actual concept sketches and storyboards for the book and some of the comments and question from the children
were very insightful. I also read ‘Madeleine Goes to the Sunken Shipwreck’ to the class. This was a very nervous
moment for me and a special occasion for the children as this was the first time that I have read this story in public.
The children listened very carefully even though it doesn’t have any pictures yet. They then went away and wrote
their own stories about where they might go and what might happen, and each story was unique and imaginative.
Some of the children did an incredible job reading their stories out, and I hope they remember that experience.
With class 7/2 we read all of my stories, but we focused on ‘Can You Draw The Dragosaur?’. We talked about the
rhyme and the sounds in the book and even acted out parts of the story. The children in this class were extremely
observant and noticed tiny details in the pictures on a first reading, whilst also listening attentively and paying
attention to the words. It was a pleasure to read to them. Some of the children coloured in their own Dragosaurs
and some drew their own from scratch. Some children even went over to DT and helped to make a Dragosaur
head out of clay (and it looks fantastic!). I took photos of the Dragosaur pictures that the children created and will
be uploading them to my website (peterlynas.com). We also sat and had a nice chat at the end and some of the
children invented their own scary creatures!
With class 7/3 we read all of my stories, but we focused on ‘Recipe for Making a Snowman’, even though we were
unfortunately one day late for all of the snow! Once again, the children listened magnificently throughout and it
was a pleasure to read to them. We talked about all of the things that went wrong during the story, and the
children did not need to be prompted as they had spotted (and laughed at) everything themselves. We also had
a go at naming my cuddly snowman, and he was well looked after for the rest of the session. Finally, we all made
snowmen using cotton wool, pipe cleaners etc., and I say all because the teachers and myself joined in too! Once
again I was impressed with how creative and imaginative the children are and each snowman was unique and
very well made.
I’ll be honest, when I was invited to be Patron of Reading for Oakfield High, I wasn’t sure at first because I am used
to working with younger children in mainstream schools, but I now know that I made the right decision and I am
very proud to be your Patron of Reading. You have a wonderful school with fantastic teachers and wonderful
children. I am looking forward to my next visit on World Book Day, where you will be the first in the world to see my
next book, called ‘Bunny’. In the meantime, if any of you have any questions for me, then there is a special place
on my website just for your school where you can send me messages. I promise I will do my best to answer.
Peter Lynas
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IDL Cloud has proved to be an
enjoyable programme with our
learners. Please encourage
learners to use it as much as
possible when at home because
it does have a positive impact
on the development of our
spellings.
To access the website visit
http://www.idlcloud.co.uk/
Learners have usernames and
passwords in their planner. IDL
Cloud can be also accessed on
IOS devices like IPads and
IPhones. The tool is a fantastic
resource that develops not only
spelling but independent
learning for our learners.

Do you follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter?
Social Media is excellent
for school to connect with
families and to share
information rapidly about
what is happening in
school.
Search for:
Oakfield High School
and College
@OakfieldHigh

On Friday 9th February, Year 7 were visited by The
Problem Solving company.
Learners participated in a variety of activities where they
had to complete mini challenges using logic, planning
and team work. Learners were given a variety of goals
that they needed to achieve before being given a
number of themed based barriers that they had to
overcome to complete the challenge.
They used large resources to encourage communication
and team skills as well as developing maths concepts
and dialogue. The maths activities help to foster a ‘can
do’ attitude among the learners.

At Oakfield, as part of Mental
Health Week, learners completed a
variety of activities in form
exploring the theme of “Being
Ourselves”. Learners got to
celebrate their own and other’s
unique strengths, differences and
how they can be beneficial for
everyone.
We are delighted to share that year
11 and 14 have passed their first
aid qualification as part of the
activities planned for the week. The
instructors praised our learners for
their outstanding behaviour and
enthusiasm to learn.
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Year 10 learners completed their work experience around the
borough. Placements included, being a teaching assistant, PE
assistant, ICT technician, Laboratory technician in a High school,
junior office staff, volunteers at local charity shops, soft play
centre support and a builder’s merchants. Learners also
worked at My Life in Standish looking after animals and
gardening.
One replacement has resulted in one of our leaners being
offered a position as a volunteer at the charity shop.
Learners who went out as a group experienced being a
Baker serving up their lovely cakes they made to staff.
They also visited Liverpool engaging in role play in a
variety of jobs. Excel of Leigh came in to Oakfield so
learners could experience beauty and hairdressing.
Learners also went to Landgate School for Sensory gym
and met the Paramedics there.
Every placement has provided positive reports all stating
that the learners have been a credit to Oakfield.
Employers are more than happy to take future leaners for
further work experience because of the high standard of
student interaction.
Mrs Gough would like to say how fantastic everyone did
and how very proud Oakfield is of them. Well done.

A Remarkable Act of Kindness...
Lucy Dobbs a Year 13 student at Oakfield has a cousin Victoria
who at 4 years old, developed non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and
subsequently lost all of her hair. Lucy has been very proud of
her lovely long hair for many, many years but decided that she
wanted to do something to help others, who because of serious
illness had lost their hair.
Lucy took the very brave step of having 16 inches (41cms) of
her hair cut off and sent it to the Princes trust to make wigs for
children who have lost their hair through cancer.
We are very, very proud of this gesture from Lucy and we are
certain whoever receives a wig made from Lucy’s hair will be
absolutely over the moon.
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Oakfield celebrated British Science Week with lots of
different and exciting activities.
Professor Nitrate came into school for a science tour
of discovery. Learners got to see how the elements
work, why molecules bond, understand the magic of
lift and the power of pressure as well as
experiencing explosions up close and personal!
The science behind all of the experiments he showed us were
curricular based with the workshops focusing on the following:
• Gravity
• Thrust
• Lift
• Pressure
• Chemical Reactions
• Explosions
• Fire
During science week learners made
Aztec Poo, Great grasshoppers,
seahorses and researched how much waste we produce
as a nation. All of the learners really enjoyed the week,
describing it as ‘Brilliant!’ and ‘Amazing!’.
What a fantastic workshop for National Science Week!

Hindu Education Workshop
Thank you to the Hindu Education Service for coming into school to run
workshops on Hinduism; Learners were immersed in the workshops as
they listened to a range of interactive Hindu stories and used props to
engage them in the stories. They tried on Hindu clothing and jewellery
and also learned a traditional Hindu dance as they listened to Hindu
music. Well done to everyone!

To support World Down Syndrome Day, learners
and staff came into school wearing their odd
socks.
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In our assembly on World Book Day, KS3 & 4 learners had the privilege of listening to the
story ‘Bunny’, read by the author Peter Lynas, before it goes on sale very soon. Peter spent
Lunchtime with learners in the dining hall where everyone showed their enthusiasm and
shared stories, discussing different books.
College learners took part in a cookery workshop crafting bunnies to represent his story
book ‘Bunny’. They asked lots of questions and showed great appreciation for the art work
that was created by Clare Lindley (the illustrator of the book). In the afternoon College
learners took part in a craft workshop where they created a dragosaur out of clay which
was modelled from the story ‘The Dragosaur’.

Oakfield High School and College achieves the Leading
parent Partnership Award!
On Tuesday 13th March, Andy Taylor came into Oakfield to
assess us for the Leading Parent Partnership Award.
He talked to different members of staff, parents, Governors and
learners about how we communicate and keep in touch with
parents and had a look around our school.
I am thrilled to inform you that we passed; in fact Andy said it was a shame that there was not
more than one level for the award because if there had been Oakfield would have achieved
the highest.
John, Matthew, Ella and Hannah spoke to Andy about their thoughts and feelings at Oakfield,
aspirations for their future and communication between school and home where clear and
articulate. They did Oakfield proud – well done everybody!
Miss Whittaker
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Oakfield really got behind Sport Relief to raise money to help vulnerable people in the UK and
around the world.
At the heart of the campaign was a 'walk a mile’. It encouraged people to get involved by any
which way they could. Each learner that walked a mile received a wrist band. Each day there
were different sporting activities to complete during break time, such as penalty shoot outs,
basketball and golf.
Learners experienced a range of sports including curling and climbing on the schools
bouldering wall. Then to end such a fantastic week and to raise more money learners enjoyed
a 'Splat the Staff' afternoon.
It was an amazing week for learners who were involved with the activities for Sport Relief. The
final amount raised was £144.53! Thanks to everyone who made donations and who helped to
make the week fun and inspirational to all.

ProJEX
On Friday 8.1 and 9.1 worked together with Mrs
Carr to start their new project called ProJEX in
connection with the Exchange Theatre,
Manchester. For the project, learners will devise
their own performance and perform it at the
Theatre in May.
8.1 and 9.1 will create a company with three
separate departments; Creative (Performance),
Production (lights/sound/props) and Marketing.
For each department learners will attend a
workshop to develop their skills and understanding for each area. Learners attended
their first performance workshop based around ‘Creative’. Learners worked in teams to
explore what each department does within a theatre production. Learners came up
with roles and responsibilities they would like to undertake as part of the project before
working together to develop ideas of what type of production they would like to
produce.
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School starts

Calendar of Events

Monday 16th April
at 8.25am



16th April - Autism Day



27th April - Parents Group



23rd - 27th April - Y7 Reviews



11th May - Parents Group



16th May - Parents Consultation Evening



21st - 25th May - Y8 Reviews



14th June - Awards Evening



15th June - Parents Group



25th - 29th June - Y12 Reviews

Bank Holiday: Monday 7th May



28th June - Y11 Leavers Ball

Start Tuesday 8th May



29th June - Parents Group

Finish



29th June - Y11 & Y14 Leave

Half Term Holiday:
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June



29th June - Y14 Best dressed day

Start

Monday 4th June



12th July - Sports Day

Finish

Wednesday 18th July



18th July - School closes

Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

HOLIDAY LIST
Summer Term 2018
16th

Start

Monday

April

Finish

Friday 4th May

Friday 25th May

Parent Group
Parent Group is an informal support group for parents and carers of
current Oakfield learners. Some activities will be repeated throughout
the year so should you miss one there will be other opportunities to
access them. If you need any further information about Parent Group,
please contact school and ask to speak to Miss Whittaker. We hope that
you can join us and we look forward to seeing you there!

Oakfield High School and College ¦ Long Lane ¦ Hindley Green ¦ Wigan ¦ WN2 4XA
Tel: 01942 776142
Email: enquires@admin.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk
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