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Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter.
This is another newsletter that reflects yet another very productive term! It has been a fantastic
beginning to the school year, with all the learners working hard in all aspects of school and college.
We have heard great things from the learners, staff and Brathay Trust staff about the Low Bank Ground
residential. I am very proud of all the year 8 learners who took part and completed The Discovery
Award from the John Muir Trust.
The term has ended with learners making fabulous products to sell and learning about different
countries and how they celebrate. It was great to see so many of you in school recently for our parent’s
evening, concert and planning live events. I hope you have a very Happy Christmas and wish you all
the best for the New Year.
Mrs S Allen
Head of School

Fantastic news for Oakfield High School & College
Oakfield High School & College are proud to announce that we now have a Patron of Reading to
work with our learners. His name is Peter Lynas, and he is an award winning Author of children’s
picture books. Peter is a firm believer in the careful use of rhyme, rhythm and sounds. He has
experienced lots of visits to various schools and has been popular with both staff and pupils.
http://www.peterlynas.com/
Peter will start his visits in the New Year. Here are some of the exciting activities we can look forward
to….
Mr Lynas will come in for World Book Day.....We have officially booked him!
He will come into school and do workshops to involve everyone at some
time in the New Year.
Mr Lynas will be launching a new book called 'Bunny' at Easter and would
love to give us a special preview before it goes on sale.
He has also said that the illustrations within his stories have been
crafted in a very special way, and he would love to bring one of the actual
designs to share with everyone; contributing to a cross curriculum approach.
We are very proud to have him on board and share his passion for reading
for pleasure.

Learning today for our tomorrow

Exploring
Clitheroe Castle!
Mr Warrington took all year 7 classes to
Clitheroe Castle as part of their History Key
Stage 3 curriculum.
Learners got to explore the castle that has
stood for over 800 years. The visit tells the
story of Clitheroe and its surrounding area,
the formation of the land 350 million years
ago, the people who have lived in the
area and their work, their homes and their
leisure times.
Learners went up to the top of the castle to
walk around the castle wall. They dressed
up as Norman Soldiers and even created
their own motte and bailey castle out of
sand.

On Tuesday 14th November all school and college
enjoyed M & M Theatre Theatrical Production of Robin
Hood.
It was a fun, colourful and dynamic production which
actively encouraged audience participation and
everyone was totally involved from the start.
The show expertly combed the tradition of theatre
pantomime with up to date and age appropriate
humour, music and themes.
There were wonderful costumes, superb scenery and
magical special effects all combining to deliver an
electric atmosphere which gave us an imaginative,
enthralling journey into the enchanting world that is
Pantomime.
Learner comments include; “It was totally awesome” “It
was brilliant” “I loved Mrs Cooper’s dancing!”
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MACMILLAN

IDL Cloud is proving to be an
enjoyable programme with our
learners. Please encourage
learners to use it as much as
possible when at home because
it does have a positive impact
on the development of our
spellings.
To access the website visit
http://www.idlcloud.co.uk/

Our annual ‘Macmillan Coffee Morning’ was a huge
success! We would like to thank everyone for taking the
time to either come into school to purchase items or
those who kindly donated products to be sold. As always
thank you for helping us to support the many charities we
work closely with. A special mention to Sue from Skils
Hindley for the donations of cakes.
Mrs Steele would also like to say that all students were a
credit to Oakfield throughout the morning and we raised
a fantastic £263!

Learners have usernames and
passwords in their planner. IDL
Cloud can be also accessed on
IOS devices like IPads and
IPhones. The tool is a fantastic
resource that develops not only
spelling but independent
learning for our learners.

Do you follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter?
Social Media is excellent
for school to connect with
families and to share
information rapidly about
what is happening in
school.
Search for:
Oakfield High School
and College
@OakfieldHigh

Listen Up!
Friday 6th October, student council represented our
school and college at the ‘Listen Up Conference’ in
Hindley. They spoke up about their personal opinions
on a variety of topics including ‘Work and Learning’
and ‘Leisure and Fun’. They also had an opportunity
to ask the big
bosses at Wigan
Council questions
about important
matters to them. All
students had a
great time at the
event.

Learning today for our tomorrow
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Careers Day
School held their first ever whole school and college ‘Careers Day’. Learners got to
experience a variety of industries where they could potentially pursue job prospects and
career aspirations for their future. Industries included catering, gardening, dentistry, the arts,
media, motor mechanics, joinery and sport.
We would like to thank Tom Cats Bikes, Fredericks Ice Cream, Inspiring Healthy Life Styles
Wigan, Wigan Warriors Youth Team, Fix It, Skills CIC Orrell & Hindley, Green Crew CIC, My Life
Standish, Excel in Life CIC, Steps CIC, Paul Maiden Arm Wrestling, My Dentist Leigh, Buzz Pods
from Skils Orrell, Art Skills Hindley and personal trainer Oscar Ager for all taking their time out
of their busy schedules to run workshops to showcase their respective industries and
organisations. Some sessions included a former student within their workshop to show what
Oakfield learners have achieved following transition from our school or college. This added
extra inspiration to our existing learners. Finally we would like to make a special mention to
both Phillip Hunt from Marstons Brewery and Restaurants and Anthony Murray who runs his
own Laminate Flooring Company called A.C.M Laminates. Both of these providers were
completed by former students who have gone on to have a big impact and been successful
in their respective industries.
Finally, Thank you to Mrs S Gough for arranging such a well organised event. The students
found the entire day a really worthwhile occasion to experience a variety of different
working environments while developing key life skills and enhanced their educational
knowledge whilst still having fun.

We raised £135 for Save the Children. Once again a BIG THANK
YOU to all staff and learners for your continued support. All the
Christmas jumpers looked absolutely
fabulous and they certainly brightened up
the whole of school and college.
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INTENT WEEK 2017

Throughout INTENT week learners have had the opportunity to participate in lots of exciting
activities including a mug, dance and a bauble workshop where they designed and painted
their own Christmas baubles. Learners also enjoyed sampling different foods from around the
world. A big thank you to Miss Campbell and Mrs Gough for putting so much time and effort
into this! It was amazing to see the learners so engaged and working hard.
Learners also created their own products in their forms to be displayed and sold at our
Christmas International Exhibition market on
Thursday morning. It was amazing to see
what the learners had created and their
enthusiasm selling their products.
Congratulations to all the learners who
worked so hard to create the ‘Christmas
International Exhibition’ performance over
the last couple of weeks. It was fantastic!
What an enjoyable start to the festive season.
A special thank you to Yvette for the
performance and Chris Bate from Wigan
Music Services...it was amazing!

Remembrance Day

Learners looked at the different aspects of remembrance in their History classes and the
reasons we wear poppies and donate to charity. Each class produced their own class wreath
to recognise the significance of Remembrance Day and the importance this has to British
values.

On Friday 17th November school and college held a charity day to raise money for
Children in Need and Child Line.
The theme for the day was ODD SOCKS DAY where for £1 donation,
students came into school and college wearing their WACKIEST ODD
SOCKS. Thank you so much for all your
donations. We raised £134!
Oakfield are proud of the many charities that we
help to support thanks to the students, their
parents and their carers. We hope that you will
continue to support us in the future. Thank you.

Learning today for our tomorrow
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Fantastic Teamwork Year 7!
Year 7 learners had the opportunity to build character, confidence and friendships across their
year group as they completed an action packed activity week.
The purpose of the week is to develop learner collaboration, resilience and team work skills.
Each day was action packed with a variety of internal and external activities taking place.
Learners took on the challenge of Archery, Orienteering activities, Art, Baking, Animal Therapy
and Bushcraft activities. The most frightening but inspiring day for our learners was when they
had the opportunity to overcome their fears and climb the extremely large climbing wall run
by Challenge 4 Change. All year 7 learners showed great mental toughness, self-motivation
and a desire to succeed.
We would like to thank Miss H Wallwork, Mr Jameson, Mr Jones, Miss Birch and all staff involved
for organising and running an outstanding programme for our learners. The experience had a
huge impact for our learners and all staff are proud of all of their achievements demonstrated
over the course of the week.

Together
Everyone
Achieves
More
Oakfield entered a competition to produce a recycling video as part of The Deal, recycling
more and recycling right. We are delighted to tell you that we won the competition to
encourage more people in the borough to recycle. The judges could not choose between our
entry and another entry from a neighbouring school so we both won and will receive the full
amount of £1,000 to be spent on environmental
improvements which is sponsored by FCC who look
after the borough’s recycling centres.
Following on from us winning the Wigan Council
competition for the recycling video, all of the learners
involved in the video had a visit from Father Christmas
and a festive recycling truck on Monday 18th
December for publicity photos to go with the official
launch of the video.
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New Kid on the Block
Some of you may be aware that our current therapy dog,
Ellie, will be retiring this Christmas. She has spent the last
three years visiting school on a weekly basis with her
owner Miss Wallwork. She has provided comfort and
relaxation to numerous learners and has been a great
friend to all. Whilst she would love to continue coming
into school she has now reached a grand old age of 11
and is spending more time sleep and relaxing herself.
She is not leaving the school without a canine friend
though as she has been training up her apprentice,
Matilda. Matilda is a Border Terrier X Jack Russell Terrier
born August 2017 and she has begun her training with
Miss Wallwork. She has been attending school since the
middle of October and is loving life as a school dog. She
is already becoming a firm favourite with the learners
and has provided rich rewards for those who are in class
and completing their work. Good luck to both of our
school dogs in their new ventures in 2018.

Low Bank Ground 2017
This year the Low Bank Ground trip took place from
20th - 24th November and saw the Year 8's battling
the wind and rain to complete their activities and
work towards their John Muir Awards.
The group worked in three different teams with
instructors Chris, Charlie, Liam, Jack, apprentice
instructor Katie and volunteer instructor Jo. The learners
challenged themselves climbing up water falls (ghyll
scrambling) and orienteering. They battled hailstones
whilst canoeing on Coniston itself and had a more
gentle experience kayaking on the pond.
Everyone gave it there all and had a fantastic time and
are on there way to completing their John Muir award. Watch this
space for the date for the Low Bank Presentation Evening when the award will be completed. A
huge thank you to all of the staff involved in the residential and plans are already underway for
next year.

Learning today for our tomorrow
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School starts

Calendar of Events

Thursday 4th January
at 8.25am
Oakfield's holiday list can also be
viewed via our website:
www.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

HOLIDAY LIST
Spring Term 2018
Start
Finish

Thursday 4th January
Friday

16th

February

Half Term Holiday:
Monday 19th February to Friday 23rd February
Start

Monday 26th February

Finish

Wednesday 28th March

Easter Holiday:
Thursday 29th March to Friday 13th April

Monday 16th April

Finish

Friday 4th May

Bank Holiday: Monday 7th May
Start Tuesday 8th May
Finish

15th - 19th January - Year 9 Reviews



19th January - Parent Group



22nd - 26th January - Y7 Literacy and
Numeracy Week



9th February - International Week



9th February - Parent Group



19th - 23rd February - Half Term



1st March - World Book day



9th March - Parent Group



12th - 16th March - Work Experience



19th - 23rd March - Sun Safe Week



23rd March - Parent Group



28th March - School closes for Easter

MEET CHAT SUPPORT

Summer Term 2018
Start



Friday 25th May

Half Term Holiday:
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June
Start

Monday 4th June

Finish

Wednesday 18th July

Parents and Carers of Oakfield learners are
invited to attend our meetings for Meet Chat
support. These meetings are held each half term
11 until 12 noon on Fridays. If you need any
further information about MEET CHAT SUPPORT,
please contact school and ask
to speak to Miss Whittaker. We
hope that you can join us and
we look forward to seeing you
there!

Oakfield High School and College ¦ Long Lane ¦ Hindley Green ¦ Wigan ¦ WN2 4XA
Tel: 01942 776142
Email: enquires@admin.oakfield.wigan.sch.uk

Learning today for our tomorrow
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