
Subject: GCSE English Literature and Language  Key Stage: 4  Year: 10 and 11 

Curriculum Intent. English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality 

education in English will teach learners to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate 

their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate 

with them. Through reading in particular, learners have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, 

intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. 

Reading also enables learners both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. 

All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; learners, 

therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively 

disenfranchised. 
 Learning outcomes  

 

Assessment criteria  

 

1 English Literature 

Paper 1: 

Shakespeare  

Romeo and Juliet  

 

English Language  

Paper 1: Explorations 

in Creative Reading 

and Writing 

Section A: Reading  

Fiction text:  

 

English Literature  

1 - To achieve a grade 1, students’ evidence will show that they have 

demonstrated engagement with sufficient content, achieved some credit 

across elements of the specification content and achieved credit in some 

assessment objectives 

 

2 - To achieve grade 2, candidates will be able to: • make straightforward 

comments about explicit meanings of texts • describe straightforward aspects 

of language, form or structure • make general references to obvious details of 

texts • show awareness that texts are related to contexts • make basic links 

between texts 

 

3 - Characteristics that differentiate a grade 3 from a grade 4: • work is less 

detailed and offers less explanation of ideas • work is generally less 

developed • ideas have similar security, but offer a degree of development 

that makes those ideas less reasonable. • work generally shows less 

confidence and less understanding of the texts 

 

4- To achieve grade 4, candidates will be able to: • develop a reasonable 

personal response showing understanding of texts • develop a reasonable 

understanding of the ways in which writers use language, form and structure • 

use some textual references to support responses • explain some relevant 

understanding of contexts to inform responses to texts • make obvious, 

relevant comparisons between texts 

 

5 - To achieve grade 5, candidates will be able to: • develop a generally 

coherent and engaged response to explicit and implicit meanings of texts • 

develop a clear understanding of the ways in which writers use language, 

form and structure • use apt textual references to support responses • use 

understanding of contexts to inform responses to texts • make credible 

comparisons between texts 

 

English Language  

1 - To achieve a grade 1, students’ evidence will show that they have 

demonstrated engagement with sufficient content, achieved some credit 

across elements of the specification content and achieved credit in some 

assessment objectives 

 

2 - Critical reading and comprehension In relation to a range of texts, to 

achieve grade 2, candidates will be able to: • describe and summarise with 

some accuracy and understanding • respond in a straightforward way to 

most explicit information and viewpoints • make some relevant comments 

about language and structure • support their comments and opinions with 

some general references • make straightforward links between texts. Writing 

To achieve grade 2, candidates will be able to: • communicate simply with 

some clarity for the reader • produce texts with basic structures and some 

awareness of purpose • show some control over sentence type and structure 

and use familiar vocabulary to some effect • spell, punctuate and use 

grammar with limited accuracy. 

 

2 English Literature 

Paper 1: 19th Century 

novel 

A Christmas Carol 

 

English Language  

Paper 1: Explorations 

in Creative Reading 

and Writing 

Section B: Writing   

 

3 English Literature 

Paper 2: Modern 

text  

An inspector Calls 

 

English Language 

Paper 2: Writers’ 

Viewpoint and 

Perspectives 

Section A: Reading 

Fiction text:  

Nonfiction text:  

4 English Literature 

Paper 2: Poetry and 

unseen poetry 

Power and conflict 

 

English Language 



Paper 2: Writers’ 

Viewpoint and 

Perspectives 

Section A: Writing  

 

3 - Characteristics that differentiate a grade 3 from a grade 4: Critical reading 

and comprehension • the work generally shows less confidence and less 

understanding of the texts • there will be straightforward responses to explicit 

information and viewpoints. • links and comparisons between texts will be 

clear but not developed • work will start to support comments and opinions 

with some textual references but these may not be the most appropriate • 

comments on language and structure will offer explanation rather than 

analysis • comments on the text and the impact on the reader will often be 

generic. Writing • some attempt to engage with the task and the reader • use 

of structure and understanding of purpose is insecure • writing will have some 

varied sentence types and structures but with limited awareness of purpose 

and effect • there will be some accuracy in spelling and the use of 

punctuation and grammar but errors will be more frequent 

 

4 - Critical reading and comprehension In relation to a range of texts, to 

achieve grade 4, candidates will be able to: • summarise and evaluate the 

main points with accuracy and understanding • understand and respond to 

explicit meanings and viewpoints. Responses to implicit meanings may be 

inconsistent. • explain relevant aspects of language and structure • support 

their comments and opinions with relevant references to texts • make explicit 

links between texts and develop points of comparison. Writing To achieve 

grade 4,  

 

5 - Critical reading and comprehension In relation to a range of texts, to 

achieve grade 5, candidates will be able to: • summarise and evaluate with 

accuracy and clear understanding • understand and make valid responses to 

explicit and implicit meanings and viewpoints • analyse and evaluate 

relevant aspects of language, grammar and structure • support their 

understanding and opinions with apt references to texts, informed by their 

wider reading • make credible links and comparisons between texts. Writing 

To achieve grade 5, candidates will be able to: • communicate effectively, 

sustaining the reader’s interest • produce coherent, well-structured and 

purposeful texts • vary sentence types and structures and use vocabulary 

appropriate to purpose and effect • spell, punctuate and use grammar 

accurately with occasional errors. candidates will be able to: • communicate 

clearly to engage the reader’s interest • produce texts with a clear overall 

structure and understanding of purpose • vary sentence types and structures 

and use vocabulary for some purpose and effect • spell, punctuate and use 

grammar accurately overall, with some errors. 

5 English Literature 

Revision on Paper 1, 

Both Shakespeare 

and 19th Century 

Novel  

 

English Language 

Spoken Language 

Assessment  

6 English Literature 

Revision on Paper 2, 

Modern text and 

Poetry  

 

English Language 

Revision on Paper 1: 

Explorations in 

Creative Reading 

and Writing, both 

writing and reading.  

 

7 English Literature 

Revision and 

examination 

techniques  

 

English Language 

Revision on Paper 2 

Writers’ Viewpoint 

and Perspectives, 

both breading and 

writing.  

8 Examinations  

 

 

 

 

 


