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Curriculum Intent.  
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and 

write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others 

can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, 

intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both 

to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a 

member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively 

disenfranchised. 
Term Key skills 

 
Key knowledge 

 
Autumn 

1 

ENGLISH EXPERTS  -  

Pre -1914 Texts 

HOUND OF THE 

BASKERVILLES/Treasure Island 

 

LITERACY DETECTIVES -Word 

classes - Differentiated reading, 

spelling and comprehension 

Programmes Phonics 

intervention, Vocabulary 

development 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS  

Danny The Champion of the 

World –  

R. Dahl 

 

• Understand that words, symbols and pictures 

convey meaning. 

• Show understanding of how text is arranged 

on the page, e.g., by writing or producing 

letter sequences going from left to right 

• Use an extensive vocabulary to convey 

meaning to the listener. They can use 

possessives, e.g. ‘Johnny’s coat’. 

• Listen attentively. 

Investigation 

• Understand both the books they can already 

read accurately and fluently and those they 

listen to 

• Punctuate sentences using a capital letter, full 

stop, question / exclamation mark 

Launch 

• Discuss and clarifying the meanings of words, 

linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

• Encapsulate what they want to say, sentence 

by sentence 

Breakthrough 

 

• Discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination 

• Ask questions to improve understanding of a 

text 

Foundation 

 

• Make comparisons within and across books 

• Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 

Developing 

Autumn 

2 

ENGLISH EXPERTS 

 

Non-fiction: 

Persuasive Writing  

Eg. leaflets 

  

LITERACY DETECTIVES 

Sentence punctuation 

Differentiated reading, spelling 

and comprehension 

Programmes 

Phonics intervention 

Vocabulary development 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

• Respond appropriately to questions about 

why or how, e.g. ‘Why does a bird make a 

nest?’, ‘How do we copy this picture?’. 

• Use conjunctions that suggest cause e.g., 

‘cos,’ to link ideas. 

• Show awareness that writing can have a 

range of purposes, for example, in relation to 

letters, lists or stories. 

• Recognise at least half the letters of the 

alphabet by shape, name or sound. 

Investigation 

• Check that the text makes sense to them as 

they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

• Use a capital letter for names of people, 

places, the days of the week, and the 

personal pronoun ‘I’ 

Launch 
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Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS  

Danny The Champion of the 

World – 

R. Dahl 

 

• Re-read to check that their writing makes 

sense and that verbs to indicate are used 

correctly and consistently 

• Proof-read to check for errors in spelling, 

grammar and punctuation 

Breakthrough 

• In non-narrative material, using simple 

organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

• Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency 

Foundation 

• Use further organisational and presentational 

devices to structure text and to guide the 

reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 

underlining] 

• Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

within and across paragraphs 

Developing 

Spring 1 ENGLISH EXPERTS 

Drama 

Shakespeare:  

Macbeth    

 

LITERACY DETECTIVES 

Commas 

Differentiated reading, spelling 

and comprehension 

Programmes 

Phonics intervention 

Vocabulary development 

NGRT 2 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

 

Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS  

How To Train Your Dragon  

 

 

 

• Recognise or read a growing repertoire of 

familiar words or symbols, including their own 

names. 

• Show awareness that writing can have a 

range of purposes, for example, in relation to 

letters, lists or stories. 

• Take part in role play with confidence. 

 

Investigation 

• Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings 

to those already known 

• Draw on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher 

Launch 

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations 

and narratives for different purposes 

• Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

Breakthrough 

• Discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination 

• Ask questions to improve understanding of a 

text 

Foundation 

• Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence 

• Ask questions to improve understanding 

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words that 

they meet. 

Developing 

Spring 2 ENGLISH EXPERTS 

Poetry MYTHICAL CREATURES  

 

LITERACY DETECTIVES 

Apostrophes 

• Associate sounds with patterns in rhymes, with 

syllables, and with words or symbols 

• Show understanding of how text is arranged 

on the page, e.g., by writing or producing 

letter sequences going from left to right 

Investigation 
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Differentiated reading, spelling 

and comprehension  

Programmes 

Phonics intervention 

Vocabulary development 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS  

How To Train Your Dragon 

 

• Listen attentively. 

• Read common exception words, noting 

unusual correspondences between spelling & 

sound and where these occur in the word 

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations 

and narratives for different purposes, including 

for expressing feelings 

Launch 

• Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English 

Breakthrough 

• Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud 

and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action 

• Recognise some different forms of poetry [for 

example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

Foundation 

• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud & 

to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning 

is clear to audience 

• Give well-structured descriptions, 

explanations and narratives for different 

purposes 

•  

Developing 

Summer 

1 

ENGLISH EXPERTS 

Media: 

News Texts   

 

LITERACY DETECTIVES 

Punctuating Speech 

Differentiated reading, spelling 

and comprehension 

Programmes 

Phonics intervention 

Vocabulary development 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

 

Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

• Take part in role play with confidence. 

• Show awareness that writing can have a 

range of purposes, for example, in relation to 

letters, lists or stories. 

• Understand that words, symbols and pictures 

convey meaning. 

Investigation 

• Draw on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher 

• Maintain attention and participate actively in 

collaborative conversations, staying on topic 

and initiating and responding to comments 

Launch 

• Understand by drawing on what they already 

know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations 

and narratives for different purposes 

Breakthrough 

• In non-narrative material, using simple 

organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

• Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring 

Foundation 
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e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS 

Millions  

 

• Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

within and across paragraphs 

Developing 

Summer 

2 

ENGLISH EXPERTS 

Speaking and Listening 

HOLIDAY ISLAND   

  

LITERACY DETECTIVES 

Revising all Y7 & 8 topics 

Differentiated reading, spelling 

and comprehension  

Programmes 

Phonics intervention 

Vocabulary development 

 

 

 

LIBRARY LEARNERS 

 

Learners read independently, 

to teachers, to TAs, in groups, in 

pairs, bag books, sensory 

stories, reading projects, 

research projects, quizzes, 

games. Records kept in learner 

journals and staff folders.  

e-learning – studyladder and 

IDLCLoud – on a rota as often 

as possible.  

  

FICTION EXPLORERS  

Millions 

 

 

• Understand that words, symbols and pictures 

convey meaning. 

• Write or use their preferred mode of 

communication to set down their names with 

appropriate use of upper- and lower-case 

letters or appropriate symbols. 

• Show awareness that writing can have a 

range of purposes, for example, in relation to 

letters, lists or stories. 

• Take part in role play with confidence. 

• Listen attentively. 

Investigation 

• Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English 

Launch 

• Maintain attention and participate actively in 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating 

and responding to comments 

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English 

Breakthrough 

• Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency 

• Maintain attention and participate actively in 

collaborative conversations, staying on topic 

and initiating and responding to comments 

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English 

Foundation 

• Use further organisational and presentational 

devices to structure text and to guide the 

reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 

underlining] 

• Maintain attention and participate actively in 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating 

and responding to comments 

• Participate in discussions, presentations, 

performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates Consider and evaluate different 

viewpoints, 

Developing 

 


